Return to Devotionals
A Devotional Study of Hosea
by Max Frazier, Jr.

Hosea has often been called the Old Testament prophet of love. As we shall see, in
the coming studies, the theme of the book is a call by God for Israel, the nation
whom He loves so deeply and who has wandered away from Him in the paths of
sinful idolatry, to return to Him. It is a call urged by the love of His heart for his
people.

A FAMILY PORTRAIT: Hosea 1

Hosea was a prophet contemporary with Amos, Isaiah, and Micah, living from the
last days of the reign of King Jeroboam Il in Israel to the early days of the reign of
King Hezekiah in Judah. He was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom, better known
as Israel. His name means "salvation."

Chapter one introduces us to Hosea and his family. They are representative of God
and his relationship with Israel. Hosea, represents God's love for Israel. Gomer, his
wife, represents the unfaithful nation of Israel. And to this union, God brings two
sons and one daughter.

Hosea marries Gomer under less than ideal conditions. The Bible tells us that she
had a heart inclined toward unfaithfulness to her marital bonds. In fact, the New
Living Translation states that she was a prostitute. | have often wondered at how
diflcult it might have been for Hosea to marry her, knowing how prone she was to
being unfaithful. And then | remember how unfaithful | have been to God. How | had
rebelled against His will for my life. And yet, He adopted me into His family. He
chose me to be one of His children. | am reminded of those words of Jesus, You
didn't choose me. | chose you. | appointed you to go and produce fruit that will last
(John 15:16). And | also think of those words which Paul gave as an
encouragement to the Ephesians: Long ago, even before he made the world, God
loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes (Ephesians
1:4). And, even though I am prone at times to once again become unfaithful to God,
I know that He will remain faithful to me, for | have this promise, given to Timothy by
the Apostle Paul: If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself
(2 Timothy 2:13). What an incredible love.

Hosea lived during a time when the nation of Israel was in desperate straights. The
evils of idolatry reigned supreme. The people of Israel were as unfaithful to God as
Gomer was unfaithful to Hosea. Even the naming of their children reminded the
people of God's extreme displeasure with them and their impending judgment. Yet
the chapter closes with a great statement about the mercy of God. He does forgive
sin and restore the fallen. Yes, God judges, but how we need to praise Him for His
mercies. They can never be exhausted.



Further Thoughts from Hosea 1:
KEY WORDS: Gomer; Adultery, Adulterous

KEY VERSE: Verse 2 introduces us to Gomer, a representative of adulterous
Israel.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: This chapter introduces us to Hosea and his family which
is a picture of God and his relationship with Israel.

OUTLINE: A FAMILY WITH MEANING

I. Time of Hosea - verse 1

II. Marriage to Gomer - verses 2-3

[ll. A son, Jezreel - verses 4-5

IV. A daughter, LoRuhamah - verses 6-7
V. A son, LoAmmi - verses 8-9

VI. A future promise - verses 10-11

A TIME OF REBUKE: Hosea 2

In chapter one we were introduced to this prophet and his family. We noticed that
Hosea represented God and His great love for His wayward people Israel,
represented by Gomer. Even though God came and administered punishment to
Israel because of their sinful disobedience, the chapter closed on the note of God's
great mercies which would be shown to them.

In this second chapter, Hosea relates the stern rebuke of Israel by God for her
spiritual adultery. Again, although harsh, it culminates in God's blessings.

God could have divorced Himself from His bride, Israel. In fact, He had every right
to do so. They had prostituted themselves before Him. They had spurned His love.
They had walked in willful disobedience to His will. The twentieth century attitude
would have been the obtaining of a divorce.

But God disciplines His errant child, Israel, and woos her back with love. Discipline
done in love is a powerful tool reclaiming many from the pathways of sin. | am
reminded of the advice which Dr. Jim Dobson shares, in almost every book which
he has written. He admonishes parents to never punish their children in a moment
of anger because all the child will remember is the anger. He encourages parents



to always discipline in a moment of love. The words of love bring not only
correction but healing of the relationship between parent and child which has been
created.

As one reads this second chapter of Hosea, one cannot help but remember those
words from that old hymn. O, the deep, deep love of Jesus,Vast, unmeasured,
boundless, free! Rolling as a mighty ocean In its fullness over me, Underneath me,
all around me, Is the current of Thy love; Leading onward, leading homeward To
my glorious rest above.

A second truth evident within this chapter is a reminder that everything that we
have comes from God. How easily did Israel forget. And how easily do we forget
today. We assume that we have because we have worked harder, planned better,
created wiser. We take the credit. Although we may not worship idols as openly as
did Israel, we, nonetheless, defer all glory from God.

Sometimes the only way God can change our focus is for Him to take away those
things with which we identify success. And, as with Israel, in our brokenness, we
return to God. Oh the pain we could save ourselves if we would but give Him the
glory brst. After all, He alone is worthy to receive all glory, honor, and praise.
Further Thoughts from Hosea 2

KEY WORDS: Her (referring to Israel); Love; Loved; Lovers; Rebuke; Adulterous;
Unfaithful; Unfaithfulness; But one she forgot

KEY VERSE: Verses 2 and 19 present contrasts for the initiation and conclusion of
this time of rebuke.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: In this chapter, Hosea relates the stern rebuke of Israel
by God for her spiritual adultery. Although harsh, it culminates in blessing.

OUTLINE: A REBUKE THAT BRINGS HOPE

I. A stern rebuke - verses 1-3

II. Discipline for a self-centered attitude - verses 4-13

lll. A time of blessing - verses 14-23

A RESTORED LOVE: Hosea 3

After her marriage to Hosea, and following the births of their three children, Gomer
runs away from her marital and family responsibilities. How long a period of time

had elapsed between her marriage to the prophet and her unfaithfulness the Bible
does not state. But Hosea was certainly aware of her ability to become unfaithful.



Now, after she has left, God commands Hosea to go after her and to purchase her
out of the dens of prostitution and slavery.

| am constantly amazed at some of the things God commands his prophets to do.
You might remember that God commanded the prophet Ezekiel not to mourn his
dead wife. He commanded the prophet Elijah to appear before the most ungodly
king of his time and announce a drought as God's punishment for sin. God even
commanded the prophet Jonah to leave a successful prophetic ministry in Israel
and to travel to the land of their enemies, the Assyrians, to deliver a message from
God. Now God commands Hosea to go and to be restored to his wife who had
been so grossly unfaithful to him.

| suppose that my response, if | had been in Hosea's shoes, would have been to
argue with God that Gomer was not worthy of being brought back; that | had been
patient with her these many years and this was the way she had repaid my
faithfulness. | probably would have told God that my life would be more peaceful
and less stressful without having to watch out for her all the time. You know how the
excuses are offered to God whenever He asks us to do something we simply don't
want to do.

Just ask Moses how successful it is to offer excuses to God. All of his were to no
avail, and we remember that he did go to Egypt and was used mightily by God in
the deliverance of Israel. Just ask Jonah how successful it is to offer excuses to
God. He had one "whale of a ride" until he came to understand that God demands
obedience and not excuses.

Hosea goes because he has a heart of obedience toward God. And also, | believe
he had a heart of love and compassion for Gomer. Yet, | wonder what went through
his mind as he paid the money to purchase his backslidden wife. He had loved her
freely, but she had scorned that love and deserted her husband to follow other
loves. Yet, Hosea had continued to love her.

Gomer is such a picture of who we are. We are so easily swayed from our walk with
God by the enticements of Satan. Yet, while we are straying away, God still loves
us and pursues us with his love and His desire is to restore us into fellowship with
Himself.

Although this is one of the shortest chapters in all of the Bible, | have come to
praise God for the beautiful symbolism which it contains. To me, it presents the real
meaning behind the Christmas story: God's continuing love for a lost mankind.
Further Thoughts from Hosea 3:

KEY WORDS: Love; Adulteress

KEY VERSE: Verse 1 is a powerful statement on reconciled love.



PURPOSE STATEMENT: Hosea is commanded to be restored in love to his
unfaithful wife just as Israel will be restored to God.

OUTLINE: A RECONCILED LOVE

I. A command to restore love - verse 1

[I. Hosea redeems his wife - verses 2-3

[ll. A symbolic act - verses 4-5

A CASE AGAINST ISRAEL: THE CHARGE: Hosea 4

One of my favorite television programs was Perry Mason. No matter how complex
the case, Perry always found a way to reach the truth and to bring deliverance to
his client. | always thought that if | ever needed an attorney, | surely wanted one like
Perry Mason.

There is something about a courtroom drama which fascinates most of us. Many of
us watched the long arduous trial of O.J. Simpson several years ago. Many
Americans have become addicted, brst to Judge Wapner and now to Judge Judy.
There is even a network called "Court TV" whose programming involves live
courtroom trials.

Hosea 4 is the beginning of a courtroom drama unlike any we might recognize.
God is both the prosecutor and the judge. Israel is the defendant. The charge which
God makes against her is that of adultery and unfaithfulness.

God had indicted His people with a coming destruction due to a lack of knowledge.
He states very pointedly in verse 1, There is no faithfulness, no kindness, no
knowledge of God in your land. Ignorance does not excuse us from the culpability
before God. | remember an old expression heard often when | was growing up,
"Ilgnorance is no excuse for the Law." When Marlys and | moved here to Minnesota
from lowa, we had the responsibility of Pnding out what the laws were in this state. It
would not go well with me, should | be charged with breaking a law in this state,
and my only defense was that | did not know. Do you think the judge would let me
off lightly with that excuse? Probably not!

And yet, how sad that we live in a time when there is such a lack of knowledge
about God through His Word. We don't know what the Bible says, and most
disturbing of all, many seemingly don't seem to care.

Such a rejection of knowledge and an ignorance of the truth will surely lead to the
ruination of our nation. Whenever truth is trampled upon often enough by
leadership, the common people begin to question what truth really is. And once



truth has been abandoned, then anything becomes legitimate because truth is no
longer absolute but relative.

During Hosea's day, this was the status of Israel. They had willfully rejected the
truth and had adopted the lies of idolatry. They had turned their backs upon the
knowledge of the Word of God because they had forsaken His Word. Sadly, this
has become the standard for most of our world today.

| praise God for what He is doing through the classes of the Village School. | praise
God for the awakening which comes as people really study God's Word for
themselves. It is this knowledge of the truth which sets men free. Jesus told His
disciples that the truth would set them free and that His Word was truth (John 8:32
and John 17:17).

Further Thoughts from Hosea 4:

KEY WORDS: Charge; Love; Adultery; Prostitution

KEY VERSE: Verses 1 and 6 share with us the reasons for the charge which God
brings against Israel.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: God begins the presentation of his case against Israel in
this chapter. The charge: Adultery and unfaithfulness.

OUTLINE: GOD'S CHARGE AGAINST ISRAEL

I. Evidences of the people: Destruction - verses 1-3

II. Lack of knowledge brings destruction - verses 4-5

[ll. Even the priests have sinned - verses 6-9

IV. A spirit of prostitution is prevalent - verses 10-14

V. Israel is stubborn - verses 15-19

In our last study, we noticed that God was opening His case against Israel. The
charge was that they had become adulterous and unfaithful. And this had
happened because Israel had abandoned the truth because they had abandoned

God's Word. There was a lack of the knowledge of God in the land.

In this chapter, God continues His case against Israel, relating how they have not
come back to Him but have, instead, turned to others for deliverance.

Where did Israel turn when they knew that judgment was upon them? Was it to
God? No, it was to run for help to Assyria, another godless nation. We read in verse



13, When Israel and Judah saw how sick they were, Israel turned to Assyria, to the
great king there, but he could neither help nor cure them. How often does the
human heart continue in rebellion against God even in the midst of judgment. This
iIs a common condition expressed often in the pages of the Old Testament.
Alliances are made with pagan nations for the purposes of solving national crises.
Little thought is given to seeking the counsel of God.

I am reminded of the sinful condition of the heart of mankind at the end of the age.
For, when God comes in horribc judgment at the end of the world, and mankind
experiences the most awful judgments of God ever inf3icted upon a sinful world,
what is the common attitude of most? We read in Revelation 16:8-9, Then the fourth
angel poured out his bowl on the sun, causing it to scorch everyone with its bre.
Everyone was burned by this blast of heat, and they cursed the name of God, who
sent all of these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. So, God sends
them severe darkness which intensibed the pain which they had from the boils
which they had received from God earlier. And what was their response?
Revelation 16:11 proclaims, and they cursed the God of heaven for their pains and
sores. But they refused to repent of all their evil deeds. No turning to God, but being
highly critical of God for their problems. That seems to be the condition of sinful
man when problems come.

But there is also another warning within this chapter of Hosea. Itis found in verse 6
where the prophet states, Then at last, they will come with their 3ocks and herds to
offer sacribces to the Lord. But it will be too late! They will not bnd him, because he
has withdrawn from them, and they are now alone. It is so easy, when things are
going well to think that we don't need God. But, when the moment of crises and
troubles mount, it is back to God we go. But, as Hosea warned the leadership of
Israel, there comes a time when God cannot be found. We have indulged in our
sins far too long and spurned the voice of God.

It was another contemporary of Hosea who wrote that a person should seek the
Lord while he may be found (Isaiah 55:6). That implies that God is not always to be
found. The people of Noah's day found that to be true and so did the Israelites in
the wilderness. When God cannot be found, we are in very serious straits. And all
because we have not forsaken our sinful ways.

How we need to pray that God would ever keep us conscious of sin and of our
need to please Him with our steadfast obedience.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 5:
KEY WORDS: Judgment; Prostitution; Unfaithful; Return to their God
KEY VERSE: Verse 4 describes the attitude of Israel.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: In this chapter God continues his case against Israel,



relating how they have not come back to Him but have instead turned to others for
deliverance.

OUTLINE: ANOTHER INDICTMENT

I. A command to listen - verses 1-3

II. Israel does not return unto the Lord - verses 4-7

[1l. Judgment will come - verses 8-12

IV. The only source of help with God - verses 13-15

THE CASE AGAINST ISRAEL: A CHALLENGE: Hosea 6

In this sixth chapter of Hosea is a record of God's challenge to Israel to return to
Him. Remember, that has been His strong desire for them since the very brst
chapter of this book. But, sadly we also are informed of their response: a life of
continual sinning.

It seems that Israel equated being religious with having a relationship with God. We
read in verse 6, For | desire mercy, not sacribce, and acknowledgment of God
rather than burnt offerings. God's pleasure in us comes not from our practice of
religion. It comes from the obedience we have because of our relationship with Him
through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Whenever | read this chapter, | am drawn to that great scene in 1 Samuel 15. God
had commanded King Saul to totally destroy the Amalekites. Yet he fails in this
mission because he kept the Amalekite king alive as well as the best of the
livestock. When confronted by the prophet Samuel, Saul replied that he was going
to use the livestock as sacribces to God. In other words, he was going to be
religious. But what did God say to King Saul through the mouth of His servant?
Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrilbces as much as in obeying the
voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacribce, and to heed is better than the fat
of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of
idolatry (1 Samuel 15:22-23).

Being religious will never get you into heaven. Being religious will never grant you
peace with God. You can be religious without ever knowing God. You can give to
missions without ever having met God. You can read books about God, but until
you have met Him personally through his Son Jesus Christ, you do not know Him.
Too many people today are only interested in church and in religion. But their
ultimate purpose should be to know God.

There is also an interesting truth found in verse 1. It reads, Come, let us return to
the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will



bind up our wounds. The things which happen to us are allowed by God to drive us
to Him for healing. As | read this passage | thought of Job. God certainly allowed
unpleasant things to affect his life to draw him to God. The judgments and hard
times that came upon Israel were meant to drive them back to God. Yes, God is the
One who injures. But, praise the Lord, He is the One who is able to heal.

Friends, if you are troubled today, look to God for He alone has strength to heal you
and to make you whole.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 6:
KEY WORDS: Prostitution; Unfaithful; Love; Return to the Lord
KEY VERSE: Verse 1 is a call for Israel to return to God for healing.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: This chapter records God's challenge to Israel to return
to Him, and Israel's response, continued sinning.

OUTLINE: RETURN TO THE LORD

I. A call to return to the Lord - verses 1-3

II. Israel's sins - verses 4-11

THE CASE AGAINST ISRAEL: MORE CHARGES: Hosea 7

God's case against Israel for her spiritual unfaithfulness proceeds. In our last study
we noticed how God had given a challenge to Israel for them to repent and to
return unto Him. Instead, Israel determined to be religious and to rely upon outward
rituals and ceremonies instead of turning back toward God. So no, God strengthens
His case by proclaiming that Israel's sinfulness is like adding fuel to an oven.

Whenever we give in to sin it is like adding fuel to the bre. To keep our sinful
desires allame keeps taking more wood: more sinful thoughts, more sinful actions.
And each piece of wood we throw into the bre becomes larger. Sins have a way of
growing.

To help us understand how sins progress one upon another until the bre is red hot
and out of control, let us examine probably the most well known account of sin
outside of that of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. | am speaking about the sin
of David with Bathsheba, as recorded in 2 Samuel 11. Let's see if we can
understand the number of sins which were involved in this tragic story.

First, it says in verse 1 that it was the time of year when the kings normally went to
war. David had done this on many other occasions, but this year, for reasons not
explained in the text, he remained at home. Perhaps David was plagued with the



sins of laziness or indifference, or maybe he was apathetic about the situation his
army faced. No matter how hard we might try to explain it, David certainly was not
in the place where he ought to have been.

Secondly, David lusted after a beautiful woman he saw bathing in her outdoor pool.
Immediately he should have turned and walked away. That is what Joseph had
done many years previously. But not David. After all he was the King and kings can
do and see whatever they want to do and see. So as he looked and lusted, he
conceived a plan to have those lusts fulblled.

Thirdly, David inquired as to who the woman was. He was told that she was
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite. Right there, David should have stopped
dead in his tracks. Uriah was one of the inner circle of men who had been with him
and supported him for years. He was a close personal friend. But did David stop?
No, he kept right on with his plan, now adding coveting to his list of sins, for
Bathsheba rightfully belonged to another, and yet David wanted her as his own.

Fourthly, David committed adultery with Bathsheba. And | am sure that he enjoyed
the pleasures which that evening brought to him. But those pleasures only lasted
momentarily, for a few weeks later Bathsheba sends him news that she is pregnant
and the child is David's. Now, what is David to do?

We might say to David, "Confess your sins before God and get right with him." But
sin is now running out of control in David's life. So, he keeps on sinning. Fifthly,
instead of repenting, he attempts to cover-up his sin. But Uriah was a better man
than was David at this point in time. And Uriah's convictions and righteous attitude
creates within David a deep anger. Yes, anger is now the sixth sin added to David's
charge. And the result of the anger is the murder of Uriah.

It is only when David is confronted by God, through the prophet Nathan, that those
sins are removed. Our sinful desires can be brought under control and even
guenched by the presence of God. That is why it is so important for us to submit
ourselves daily to God and to be Hled with His Spirit.

Perhaps each of us should ask God to cool that sinful oven in our lives and quench
those desires for sin with the living water of His presence.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 7:
KEY WORDS: Adulterers; Return to the Lord his God; An oven
KEY VERSE: Verses 4 and 10 state the attitude of the people.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: God continues his list of charges against Israel by
proclaiming that their sinfulness is like adding fuel to an oven.



OUTLINE: LIKE AN OVEN

I. Sin is before God - verses 1-2

II. The sins of Israel - verses 3-7

[Il. Israel does not return to the Lord - verses 8-9

IV. Instead of God, Israel has sought help elsewhere - verses 10-16
THE CASE AGAINST ISRAEL: CLOSING ARGUMENTS: Hosea 8

Instead of repenting from their sins, Israel has sought to become more religious
and to continue in their sinful ways. God states very forcefully in verse 1, An eagle
is over the house of the Lord because the people have broken my covenant and
rebelled against my law. He restates the charge in verse 14, Israel has forgotten his
Maker and built palaces; Judah has fortibed many towns.

The emphasis has been upon what the people have desired to do and not what
God had desired for them to do. Theirs was a sin of self-centeredness. God's plan
was certainly no match for their own plans for their lives. God's desire was no
where even close to being as good as their own desires. Problems in life? No big
deal, we can handle them without God! There is hardly a problem that either more
money or more weapons can't handle.

Does this attitude sound strangely familiar today? The emphasis of our society is
centered around the person of "me" or "I'. We hear it in phrases such as: Don't
violate my right! Don't get into my space. | can do whatever | want to do.

God is now concluding his case against Israel. And His closing arguments can be
summed up with His statement in verse 7, They sow the wind and reap the
whirlwind. The stalk has no head; it will produce no Rour. It was the Apostle Paul
years later who wrote very similar words to the Galatian Christians, Do not be
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows
to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows
to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life (Galatians 6:7-8).

This whole idea of "sowing and reaping" is one of the most difbcult lessons to learn
in life. The reason for this is our failure today to acknowledge that there are
consequences for every action. If | am stopped by a policeman for traveling too fast,
then | must face the consequences of paying a ticket. If | am obsessed with hatred
toward another, then | will surely pay the consequences of a ruined relationship
and probably some poor health as well. The Bible is quick to affbrm the
consequences of sin. That familiar verse in Romans 6 perhaps states it best: For
the wages (might we say, consequences) of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



The consequences for sin. Israel was soon to discover that the penalty for choosing
to walk in a pathway of sin rather than in communion with God was a serious one. It
might be called one of the laws of life.

The other day a boy refused to obey his mother. Angrily, he ran to a ravine and
cried, "I hate you!" Suddenly the words came echoing back, "I hate you!"
Frightened, he ran to his mother and said, "There's a bad man in the woods. | heard
him say, 'l hate you." Knowing what had happened, she said, "Go back and say, 'l
love you."™ He called out, "I love you." And the same words came back to him."Son,"
she said, "this is a law of life. What you give, you get. What you say, you hear."

May our great God help us to always remember this lesson. Such a remembrance
will surely save us from reaping a harvest of consequences we had not intended.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 8:
KEY WORDS: Lovers; Idols; Sow...Reap; Has forgotten

KEY VERSE: Verse 7 states the theme, while verses 1 and 14 state the reasons for
the theme.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: This chapter contains a beautiful illustration of that
biblical principle of reaping what you sow.

OUTLINE: SOWING WILD OATS, REAPING CHAFF

I. The folly of idolatry - verses 1-6

Il. Reaping what was sown - verses 7-10

[1l. Israel has forgotten God - verses 11-14

THE CASE AGAINST ISRAEL: THE PENALTY: Hosea 9

Verse 17 proclaims, My God will reject them because they have not obeyed him;
they will be wanderers among the nations. Rejection: That word brings fear to us,
doesn't it? We hesitate to buy things which have been rejected by an inspector. We
feel more secure in knowing that our favorite eating place has passed all the tests,
that it has not been rejected.

Rejection: It brings back haunting memories from childhood. You know how you
felt when you were the last one picked to play on a team. No one wanted you, and
the team that got you really did not want to have you. And probably the worst
memory of all was that feeling which came when you were not invited to that party
where all of you friends attended.



Rejection: You remember working so diligently writing those letters of application
for positions of employment. You prayed as you wrote. And then you waited. You
remember how you felt when you went to the mailbox and opened that long
awaited letter, only to read: Dear Max, Thank you for your interest in the position.
However....and your heart sank. You had been rejected.

No matter how diffcult those rejections were, there is one which is yet worse: Being
rejected by God. What will it be like to stand before God and hear him say, "Depart
from Me, for | never knew you." You are rejected by God. He does not want you in
His kingdom. Jesus reminds us in Matthew 25 that such a scene of rejection will
occur. And what a sad day it will be.

How can we keep from being rejected by God? It can only come as we
acknowledge our sinful nature and receive Jesus Christ into our lives as Savior
and Lord. And then we must continue to submit ourselves in obedience to God.

But, | see another truth mentioned in verse 8: The prophet, along with my God, is
the watchman over Ephraim. Hosea tells us that the prophet is the watchman for
the people. Now the purpose for a watchman is to warn the people of coming
dangers. A watchman, in order to be effective, must be knowledgeable of what is
true and what is false. He must be alert to half-truths and the deceptive practices of
the enemy. As long as the watchman remains true to his calling, there is comfort.
But when the watchman becomes negligent, then dangers lurk.

God has raised up pastors and Christian leaders today to be watchmen for the
Church. How they need our prayers that they be constantly alert for the subtle
attacks of Satan and warn us enthusiastically so that our testimony is not
compromised.

Why not take a few moments, right now, to brst thank God that He has accepted you
into His family because of the sacribcial death of Christ. And then, pray for your
pastor that God would keep him alert as His watchman. | know your pastor will
appreciate it very much.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 9
KEY WORDS: Unfaithful; Prostitute; Love; Loved

KEY VERSE: Verse 17 presents the reason for the punishment of Israel, as well as
the severity of it.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: Hosea continues to proclaim the severity of the
upcoming judgment upon Israel. The people will not be able to escape it.

OUTLINE: PUNISHMENT UPON ISRAEL



. Israel will not escape punishment - verses 1-4

. Israel is deep into sin - verses 5-9

[ll. Punishment to be carried out even upon the children - verses 10-14
IV. Israel to be punished for disobedience - verses 15-17

As we observed in our last study together, God's verdict against Israel was
"rejection.” They had turned their back upon Him and had scorned His call for a
reconciliation and forgiveness. Therefore, now they must pay the penalty, and it
was to be a very severe one at that.

Verse 2 shares a powerful statement of truth. That verse reads, Their heart is
deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. The Lord will demolish their altars and
destroy their sacred stones. Our hearts are indeed deceitful. Jeremiah proclaimed,
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
(Jeremiah 17:9)

At times we are so deceived as to think that God will never punish our sins. God
may delay the judgment for awhile, as He did with Israel, but the time will come
when we must bear our guilt. God was very patient with those people living during
the days when Noah was building the ark. In fact, for one hundred and twenty
years, God was patient with them. Every day was a day of admonition for them to
come to repentance, because, as Peter proclaimed, God is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).

Friends, one of the great eternal truths of this tenth chapter of Hosea is that we
should not let sins pile up in our lives thinking that God will somehow overlook
them. Just because God delays His discipline does not mean that it will not occur.
How much wiser it is for us to heed the admonition of John as he wrote, If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Confessing our sins now before God will
spare us from bearing their guilt later on.

Hosea also addresses two issues in this chapter that can cause a person to
abandon his conbdence and trust in God. The brst is the abundance of wealth.
Verse 1 proclaims, Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As
his fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his
sacred stones. Somehow, like Israel, we think everything is all right if we have
money. Life is good when you have wealth, and often God is put "on the back
burner." It is easy for a rich man to consider that he himself is responsible for what
he has instead of ref3ecting upon the Lord's gifts. There is nothing wrong with
wealth, but we need to remember from Whom it has come.



The second issue is that of strength of arms. We read in verse 13, Because you
have depended on your own strength and on your many warriors, the roar of battle
will rise against your people...We count our soldiers and our weapons. If we count
more than our enemy, then we feel secure. But national strength is never to be
derived from men and guns. It comes from a dependence upon God. Our
encouragement must come from the Lord. Let us always remember those words
from the pen of David, Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the
name of the Lord our God (Psalm 20:7)

May God help each of us today to ref3ect upon the cleansing from our sins and the
strength to overcome those temptation we encounter, and give praise to God from
Whom all these blessings Zow.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 10:

KEY WORDS: Seek the Lord; Love; Sin; Sinned

KEY VERSE: Verse 12 is God's gracious command to Israel.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: This chapter shows the certainty of the coming judgment
upon Israel for her idolatrous practices.

OUTLINE: DESTRUCTION IS COMING

I. A deceitful heart bears guilt - verses 1-2

1. Idols will be carried away captive - verses 3-8

[ll. A time to seek God because destruction awaits - verses 9-15

A STRONG STATEMENT OF LOVE: Hosea 11

There are some great chapters of the Bible which describe for us God's great love.
If I were to ask you to name a few of these chapters | think your responses might

include many of the following:

1. 1 Corinthians 13: This has to be brst on everyone's list. This chapter is even
known as the "love chapter.”

2. John 13: This chapter would be on your list because of the great demonstration
of love which Jesus performed there in the Upper Room, as He laid aside His
garments and washed the feet of His disciples. He then proceeded to give them the
commandment that they were to love Him and keep His commandments.

3. The book of the Song of Solomon: Many of you might select this entire book for
your list of great love chapters of the Bible. It rightfully deserves a place because it



certainly does present God's beautiful picture of what a meaningful love
relationship between a husband and a wife should look like.

4. The book of Ruth: Outside of the story of the great love which God has for us, this
is perhaps the greatest story of sacribcial love which we have in the Bible. It is a
timeless story of love and redemption.

5. John 3: This chapter might be on your list simply because it contains that very
simple verse, learned early in our Christian walk, which describes the height and
depth of God's love - He loved us so much that He gave us His only Son.

6. Philippians 2: Verses 5 through 8 of this chapter describe the great sacribce
which God's Son was willing to make for our redemption.

But, as we were making out our list, few of us would include Hosea 11. And yet, in
my own personal estimation, it is one of the great love chapters of all time. What an
emotionally charged description of God's love. Even though the people are
rebellious, God still loves them. He loves Israel as a parent loves his son, although
he has been greatly disappointed with him. God has showered His love upon His
child, but the child has increasingly walked away. Finally, it was time for tough love
to be initiated. But even the tough love was restrained by love. Friends, God loves
us even in our disobedience. God never abandons us.

Let me encourage you to sit down and read this chapter and then spend some time
just praising God for His great love. Perhaps you might even want to sing that old
hymn which closes with these words, O love of God, how rich and pure; how
measureless and strong. It shall forevermore endure the saints (that's you and me)
and angels' song.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 11

KEY WORDS: Love; Loved

KEY VERSE: Verse 8 declares God's feelings toward Israel - a strong statement of
love.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: The focus of this chapter is on God's love - a love
spurned by Israel, yet restored to them following their judgment.

OUTLINE: GOD'S LOVE
I. A love spurned - verses 1-4
II. A determined people - verses 5-7

lll. A promised blessing - verses 8-11



IV. Israel's sin - verse 12
THE CASE AGAINST ISRAEL IS CONTINUED: Hosea 12

With such a strong declaration of God's love, as found in chapter 11, which we
noticed in our last study, one would think that Israel's heart might have been broken
and she might have fallen on her knees before God in confession and repentance
seeking reconciliation with God. But the words in verse 1 state the main intent of
Israel: Ephraim (that was another name for the nation of Israel) feeds on the wind;
he pursues the east wind all day and multiplies lies and violence.

My Grandfather used to say that nothing good ever came from an east wind. Many
of the gloomiest days, weatherwise, that | have ever remembered, and many of the
worst storms | have ever been in, all were preceded by an east wind. That which is
usually associated with havoc and destruction, is the very thing which Israel was
pursuing, instead of God. Although God has admonished us and warned us, many
people today are still pursuing those things of life which will not enable them to
meet the storms which will come. They are "feeding on the east wind" just as was
Israel.

Then, in verses 2 through 5, Hosea relates that from the very beginning, God had
cared tenderly for the family of Jacob. In fact, God had spoken face to face with
Jacob. And God had guided the descendants of Jacob through the wilderness. But
now Israel has given this all up. They have turned their back upon God. Instead of
honoring God, they have honored themselves. Instead of worshipping God, they
have worshipped others.

Although God's punishment is about to come upon them, He still challenges them
to return to Him and to live in conbdent dependence upon God. We read in verse 6
these words, But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait
for your God always.

A call to return unto the Lord. Should that not be our constant theme in our teaching
and in our witnessing? People within our communities have wandered away from
God. They are like those sheep which Isaiah describes in Isaiah 53 as sheep which
have turned each to his own way. Our task is to call them to come back to God. God
still proclaims, "Come back to Me. Worship only Me. Be dependent upon Me. And |
will bless you."

God does not leave us here to build monuments to ourselves, but to promote the
Kingdom of God. He has left us here as His agents of reconciliation. We are His
ambassadors. We are His witnesses. We have no other task than to touch others
and point them to Jesus before the judgment of God descends.

Friends, many of you have become involved through your local church, in the



Lighthouse Movement. You have begun to pray for your neighborhood. God will
use you as his instrument to call your neighbors and friends to return unto God.
God will answer and | believe that we could witness one of the great spiritual
awakenings in the history of God's Church.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 12
KEY WORDS: Love; Return to your God; Sin

KEY VERSE: Verses 6 and 14 illustrate what God desires the people to do and
what He will do because they will not heed His advice.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: In this chapter Hosea returns to the indictment God
brings against Israel and the promise of a coming judgment.

OUTLINE: SINS AND A CERTAIN JUDGMENT
I. Israel's sins and a charge to Judah - verses 1-6
II. Ephraim's boast - verses 7-8

[ll. Coming judgment - verses 9-14

THE PRICE OF FORGETTING GOD: Hosea 13

The writer of Hebrews declares, It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God (Hebrews 10:31). When God's patience is exhausted, His wrath is
consuming. Because of His holiness, God must punish sin. God's holy wrath is an
aspect of God which we do not like to consider much these days. We desire to bask
in the presence of His love. And His love and His grace are indeed very amazing.
But we must also understand His holiness.

Throughout his prophecy, Hosea has been calling upon Israel to return to God
before it is too late to do so. Hosea knows that there is a window of opportunity for
everyone with God and we must act while we have that window in order to avoid
the great penalties which are due us for our sins.

In verse 12, Hosea sounds an ominous warning: The guilt of Ephraim is stored up,
his sins are kept on record. As a nation, they had become exceedingly sinful before
the Lord. And because they were unrepentant, the list of grievances by God against
them kept increasing.

As | read these words, | wondered what God is recording about our nation. Its list of
sins is mounting: the abortion of hundreds of thousands of babies yearly; the
toleration of sexual perversions of every kind; justice being trampled upon in our
courts; leadership which blatantly displays a lack of moral character; materialism



and greed being rampant. There is no spirit of national repentance.

Yes, there is the faithful remnant as in Hosea's day, but the justice of God must be
forthcoming soon. Our trust, as a nation, is in ourselves and not in God. It is time for
us to pray for a national awakening before the Lord, that we might be spared the
wrath of God.

Yet, in the midst of this ominous alarm, Hosea utters a message of hope, for we
read in verse 14, | will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will redeem them
from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your
destruction? God always presents a whisper of hope within the noise of judgment.
Both before and after verse 14, we have the portrait of severe judgment with
scenes of children and pregnant women being slaughtered, and of villages being
pillaged.

But there in the midst, shining like a diamond, is this message of hope that God will
redeem them from the power of death. God's promises give us hope even in the
midst of despair. There are thousands of promises given to us within God's Word.
Years ago | was challenged to sit down with a blank piece of paper and to begin
writing out as many of the promises of God that | knew. | was embarrassed. | could
only recall about a dozen or so. | mentioned my dilemma to the congregation | was
pastoring at the time and challenged them to do the same. Out of this challenge, we
organized a Sunday evening group which called itself "The Promises of God Club."
Every week we would read portions of God's Word and then come and relate the
promises which God had taught us. Soon our single page became a notebook with
many pages.

God challenges us to stand secure upon His promises. Upon how many promises
are you resting today? Perhaps there is a need to reorganize that "Promises of God
Club."

Further Thoughts from Hosea 13:

KEY WORDS: Forget Me; Sin; Guilt

KEY VERSE: Verse 6 presents the central theme of this chapter.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: The central theme of this chapter is the penalty to come
upon Israel because they willingly forgot God.

OUTLINE: THE PRICE OF FORGETTING GOD
I. Judgment because of idolatry - verses 1-3

Il. God cared, but Israel forgot - verses 4-8



[ll. Ephraim's guilt is stored up - verses 9-13, 15-16
IV. God will deliver them from the grave - verse 14
RETURNING BRINGS BLESSING: Hosea 14

Hosea begins this chapter with a command and a statement of fact. The command,
found in verse 1, is this: Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God. That really has been
the heart cry of God throughout. And that is still His cry today.

The statement of fact is also found in verse 1, and it reads, Your sins have been
your downfall. Truer words have never been uttered. We fall short of God's
expectations, of His mark for us, because of sin (Romans 3:23). In that same third
chapter of Romans, Paul dares to proclaim that there is no one who does good.
That is a strong statement, but the biblical evidence and the realities of life bear that
out as being true. Sometimes, even those acts which we are tempted to describe as
being good, are tainted with pride or self-centeredness.

Hosea presents God's solution once again in verse 2: Take words with you and
return to the Lord. Say to him: "Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that
we may offer the fruit of our lips." Confession, repentance, cleansing, and blessing:
those are the steps toward pleasing God.

In one of our earlier studies we spent some time discussing the downfall of David in
his sin with Bathsheba. In those days which followed, David was haunted by guilt.
In fact, his whole body ached because of it. He wrote in Psalm 32: When | kept
silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night
your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
David was not doing well. He recognized the problem as being that of sin, and yet
he chose to do nothing about it.

Then, in 2 Samuel 12, he is confronted by God's prophet and his good friend,
Nathan. After that confrontation, David could not longer put off doing what he knew
he should have done in the brst place. Listen to his words, as found in Psalm 51:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me
from my sin. For | know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against
you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight...Cleanse me with
hyssop, and | will be clean; wash me, and | will be whiter than snow.

To use the expressions of Hosea, David took words with him and returned to the
Lord and sought God's forgiveness and reconciliation. And God heard and God
blessed.

When repentance comes so does God's blessings. God loves us freely and desires
to heal us of our waywardness. He will turn His anger away from us as we turn to



Him and repent of our sins. Because God blesses us we can, in turn, bring a
blessing to others. But the secret is to maintain our love relationship with God.

I am reminded of the words of that great little chorus, The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases; His mercies never come to an end. They are new every morning,
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness, O Lord; great is Your faithfulness.
There, | think that sums up this great book very well.

Further Thoughts from Hosea 14:

KEY WORDS: Return; Love; Sin

KEY VERSE: Verses 2 and 4 share God's response to Israel's repentance.

PURPOSE STATEMENT: In this concluding chapter, Hosea repeats his theme that
Israel needs to return to the Lord in order to receive God's blessings.

OUTLINE: RETURNING BRINGS BLESSINGS
I. A call to return unto the Lord - verses 1-3
Il. God's healing - verses 4-8

lll. The ways of the Lord - verse 9



